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Support Group  

June 8 10:00 a.m., Fireside
Room 

We offer confidential sharing
and support Facilitated by
Lee Cruise.   

Women's Spirituality
Group on Tuesday, 
(note special day!) 

June 18, 6:30-8 in the
Fireside Room.

The Neighbor 
June 2019 

                  NEWSLETTER OF THE ORINDA COMMUNITY CHURCH

Elizabeth's Reflection  

When I was a child and got sick with a fever, I had a recurring dream:
in the dream, I was in a tranquil, spacious room. This was the part of
the dream that I liked.   After a while, the room would contract briefly,
squeezing me and causing disorder. Then it would relax and the room
would once more resolve into peace and quiet. This cycle continued,
but with more and more interruptions of greater intensity until I was so
uncomfortable that I felt I was being squeezed right out of the room. At
this point, I invariably woke up!
 
As an adult, I was relating this to a friend and he said, "You were
obviously experiencing some deep memory of being born." Aha, I
thought, of course! That memory came to me as I sat down to write
this. Our daily habits make the world seem stable and recognizable,
but if we really scrutinize each day, transitions-big and small-are as
much a part of our rhythm as habits: the detour by construction,
unexpected surgery, vacation travel, graduation, even patting a new
plant into the soil.   Some of this resolves into the initial peace and
tranquility of my dream, but I am mindful of the ways that transition is
disruptive and untidy.
 
Thank you, then, for the ways that you have made my "birth" into
community with OCC such a pleasure. My experience of your
kindness, generosity, and assistance has been so moving and
revealing. I am very glad to be here, and I anticipate further
conversation, collaboration, and adventures in faith with you
 
And in the coming of summer, here's an invitation to hold close God's
proclamation and promise, "Behold, I make all things new." Keep in
mind that this promise emerges from all the tumult of Revelations. So
where there is change or disruption, may it our blessing to claim new
birth. After all, there is no more capable or gentle midwife then our God.
 
Peace and grace to all of you,
 
Elizabeth 
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Please join us for a time of

reflection, prayer and
friendship. Our topic will be:

The Importance of Rest:
Claiming a Sabbath. 

 Please bring an appetizer
or beverage to share, or just
show up.  Please RSVP to
Ldarwinobrien@yahoo.com

by June 17.  

Writers Group
Wed., June 19, 

11:00 a.m., 
Fireside Room

  
Our theme this month:
Scarcity and Abundance.
All are welcome! Contact
jim@orindachurch.org with
questions. 

Green Team  
"Reduce Your Waste"
Hint for June: Are you
tired of getting junk mail,
especially catalogs you
don't want or need? Go to 
www.catalogchoice.com, 
sign up, and follow the
directions to cancel the
catalogs you don't want.

AMAZON SMILE 
When you  shop 'w ith a Smile',
Amazon donates 0.5% of the

purchase price to Orinda
Community Church. Bookmark the

link
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-

1322187 and support us every
time you shop. 

 

A Message from Jim

As you can see from above, the Rev. Elizabeth Robinson is starting to
settle in, and we as a church are in a great place as we look toward the
next years. We are graced with a wonderful and committed staff, which
complements the passions and gifts of our membership. 

Our staff will be on a one-day retreat tomorrow, where we will spend
time getting to know each other and prepare for what is ahead. We will
also be looking at the questions: "What is the church called to be, what
has our church said it wants to be, and what can we do as a staff to help
get us there?"  

In last year's All-Church survey, we overwhelmingly named priorities of
Worship and Music; Youth, Kids, and Families; Ministry to Seniors;
Community Life; and Mercy and Justice. These will be our focus areas
on our retreat, as we figure out how to use our gifts, talents, and ideas to
move these interests forward.

I recently met with Kurt Sunderbruch and Rev. Elizabeth to plan a
Church Leadership Retreat for late-summer. The hope is to have
Council and Committee Chairs look at some of these similar questions,
and also spend some time dreaming for our church's future. You will be
hearing more about this as we move forward.

Lastly, thank you to everyone who contributed to the Back Bay Mission
Trip Stock Sale. Six high schoolers and three adults will leave church
this Sunday morning, to work on homebuilding and other projects in
Biloxi, MS, supporting a UCC mission there. Please hold us in your
thoughts and prayers.  And if you'd still like to make a donation before
this summer's Shareholder's Dinner, checks can be turned in with
Mission Trip in the memo line.

Yours,
Jim

Our Mission Trip Team

Writing Camp for Kids!!! 

June 24-27 12:00-3:00 
 
OCC is partnering with The Intuitive Writing Project to host WRITING
CAMP FOR KIDS, a way to help t/weens find their voice! Email
ldarwinobrien@yahoo.com for more information. Camp is June 24-27

http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1112006431881&a=1132661175780&ea=
http://ui.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1112006431881&p=oi


from noon to 3:00 at OCC. This camp is for 4th graders through ninth
graders.  (Kids will be split into age appropriate groups) Spread the word!

On the Shoulders of Giants 
by Leslie O'Brien 

Recently we attended our son's graduation from college and as we were
standing at a reception in the philosophy department, a Viennese
professor who is getting ready to teach a coveted interdisciplinary class
on Artificial Intelligence said, "I am so honored to teach this class. I feel
like I am standing on the shoulders of giants here."  Wow, I thought. I was
struck by the humility of this beloved professor. I feel like the whole
process of Charlie's education has had him standing on the shoulders of
giants.
 
The philosophy department took him in and helped him find his voice, but
during Charlie's journey he had to write papers on his golden rule and
what his faith meant to him.  He referenced Orinda Community Church in
the the papers.
 
Giants from OCC
Tristan Kaiser and Leslie Moughty accompanied Charlie on a trip to
San Francisco where they walked with (our former minister in training)
Tom Longino and The San Francisco Night Ministry taking oranges and
hugs to people who were on the streets in the Tenderloin at 2am.
 
Charlie was in Frank Baldwin's confirmation program and went through
all the classes, but when it was time to stand up at the altar rail, he said,
"Mom, I'm not quite ready to commit to that yet."  I love that our church did
not force Charlie to say yes, just because all the other teenagers were
doing so.
 
A year later when his brother Eli and best friend Daniel  were ready to
complete their confirmation, Charlie said, "I want to commit to that now,"
so he called Frank and said yes to the church.  The day of confirmation,
my husband reminded me and the congregation that Jesus was all about
his friends and brothers.
 
Kelsey Peterson and Jim have been supportive friends during Charlie's
college career -- taking him to lunch, sending loving texts and cards that
lifted him up.
The Meads and everyone else --
It has been a long time since the wrestling matches in the narthex when
the boys were tiny. We stayed at OCC because the older women gave
me a look of love instead of a look of judgment.  I am so glad we have this
kind of church family.
We are all on a path. It is a blessing to have people in the church to
support us as we travel. Thank you to Orinda Community Church for the
gigantic love and support.

Congratulations, Rev. Nate Klug!
ton).

Arlington Community Church and the Bay Association of the Northern
California Nevada Conference of the United Church of Christ announce

the Installation of 
Rev. Nate Klug 

as Pastor of
Arlington Community Church 
on Sunday, June 30 at 2 pm. 



The Installation will take place at ACC (52 Arlington Ave. 
in Kensington.)
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