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                  Rossmoor Lunch
Tuesday, April 10,

noon
  It's time for our next
lunch, and a chance
to get to know one

another better. We will eat at the
Creekside, so please plan to
join us for lunch.  Bring the $ you
think you'll need for lunch and
tip, and we'll collect funds at the
end of our meal. RSVP by
Tuesday, Apr.3 to Rev. Jim:
jim@orindachurch.org.

Support Group
 Saturday April 14 
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Jim's Reflection
 
Tomorrow marks the 50th Anniversary of Martin Luther
King's assassination.  This comes on the heels of Easter
weekend, when we commemorate the sacrificial love of
Jesus, and the notion that resurrection can come out of
the worst of circumstances.; that love conquers hate, and
that life 
conquers death.
 
When Martin Luther King Jr. was 25, he was offered his
first pulpit in Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in
Montgomery, AL. 
 
Both Martin and Coretta Scott King were reluctant to
move to the deep-south.  There were several teaching
opportunities, and other churches further north - which
would also be further from the region still full of hatred
and segregation.  But the Dexter church had a pull on
Rev. King.
 
And it was within their first year there that Rosa Parks
refused to give up her seat, and the Montgomery Bus
Boycott began.
 
Shortly thereafter, a group of leaders met to better
organize.  They called themselves the Montgomery
Improvement Association, and they asked Rev. King to
lead it. 
 
There are those who believe Martin Luther King was first
asked to lead because of his wisdom and dynamism,
and that in being new to the community, he didn't yet owe
anything to the local politicians. 
 
There are others who believe he was asked to lead
because he was the new kid on the block.  The thinking
was, "If this all goes bad, none of us will lose our clout in
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10 am in the Fireside Room
During our confidential time
together we listen to and share
our stories, and offer supportive
suggestions. Our common
Christian heritage is central for
guidance and prayers.
 
The gathering (usually bout 2
hours) reminds us that we are
are not alone. Sipping tea or
coffee, we support each other
with gentle love. All adults are
welcome to join, as often as you
wish.
 
For more information, contact
Lee Cruise,
lgcruise@gmail.com or
707. 373-3962.

Seniors Luncheon 
Monday, April 16, noon

 
Come ready for a trivia
competition, and a discussion on
the topic of Gratitude.
Please bring $5 for the lunch.
RSVP to jim@orindachurch. org

     

 Women Helping Women
Spirituality Through Service

April 21, 10 a.m. 
Fireside Room

  
Women Helping Women enjoyed
a lovely tea at our last meeting as
a preview for our Fall fundraiser.
We will be holding a tea to benefit
A a Friendly Place in Oakland.
The tea will be here at the church
and tickets will be available for
purchase by OCC members and
guests (friends and family).

In order to learn more about the
program at A Friendly Place ( a
respite for homeless women) we
will be preparing and serving a
lunch there this summer. This is
the time they are most in need of

the community.  We'll just put it on the new minister in
town."
 
Rev. King's response was simple:  "Somebody has to do
it.  And if you think I can, I will serve."
 
Filled with excitement, the newly formed committee
started focusing on the rally planned for that night.  And
the newly appointed chairman was to speak.  He went
home, told his wife about his new position, and spent 20
minutes making mental preparations for his speech. 
 
Young Rev. King took the pulpit, spoke of the importance
of equity and citizenship and a government for all.  He
then ended his speech with the following:
"Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, and pray
for them that despitefully use you.  If we fail to do this, our
protest will end up as a meaningless drama on the stage
of history, and its memory will be shrouded with the ugly
garments of shame.  In spite of the mistreatment that we
have confronted we must not become bitter, and end up
by hating our white brothers.  As Booker T. Washington
said, 'Let no man pull you so low as to make you hate
him.
 
If we protest courageously, and yet with dignity and
Christian love, when the history books are written in the
future somebody will have to say, 'There lived a race of
people...who had the moral courage to stand up for their
rights.  And thereby they injected a new meaning into the
veins of history and civilization.'"
 
My hope and prayer is that each of us - myself most
certainly included - find the courage, the time, and the
desire to step into the places where we are needed;
whether here at church, in the community, or in the world. 
To say, "Somebody has to do it.  And if you think I can, I
will serve." 
 
May we know that God calls us to more, and that God
will meet us when we go to the places where we are
called.
 
Grateful to be serving and walking with you,
Jim 
 

O.C.C. Search Committee
Survey - We Need Your Help
 
As the Search Committee
moves toward completing our
Church Profile (in order to find
our new Associate Minister) we
would love the congregation's
feedback.



help.
  All women from OCC are
welcome. We hope you will join
us and learn about various tasks
you might enjoy helping with at
the tea.

Looking forward to seeing you.
Please contact Melody (284-
4374) with any questions
orsuggestions.

Men's Group
Tues. April 24, 6:30 p.m.
Chris Mead's Residence

 
A fun night of being together and

wine tasting. 
Cost $20.

RSVP to jim@orindachurch.org.

Women of Spirit 
Friday April 27, 12-2 PM,

Fellowship Hall
 

A monthly gathering of inclusive,
curious women seeking

connection, shared learning and
growth with other women of

diverse faith traditions - with a
light lunch. All are welcome! 

RSVP to Leslie
(lesliedarwino@gmail.com.)

Sun., April 29,  
11:30 Fireside Room 

Faith Journey Presentation 
We will have a chance to hear
from Bruce & Trudi Garland as
they share stories of their lives
and faith journey. Be sure to join
us for this special event.

If you have not done so yet, please complete the online
survey below. Hard-copies are available in the church
office. 

If possible, please complete the survey by Friday, April 6. 
We'd love to have the data by our next meeting.

Take the survey

Save the Date! 
A brief All-Church Meeting April 22 after worship 

to continue the conservation about the proposed
OCC/Orinda Senior Housing Foundation opportunity.

   

Kids and Youth
 
ROCK Climbing April 15
We're going to Diablo Rock right after church on Sunday,
April 15.  Have your folks sign the online waiver at
touchstoneclimbing.com/waiver.  Bring $20 to cover
expenses.  Invite friends. Sorry, this is just for youth 6th
grade and above.  RSVP to lesliedarwino@gmail.com by
Wednesday, April 11. 
 
Jamm Camp -- calling all youth and kids!  
Jamm Camp is June 11-15 from 9:30 to 12:30.  Joy, Art,
Music, and Meditation.  This week is filled with games,
singing, skits, songs, meditation and friendship. This year
we're partnering with Mindful Littles to make it even more
fantastic!  Campers are kids who are 4 years old up to 5th
grade.  Counselors in Training are 6th graders and up.  You
don't have to be a member of Orinda Community Church to
attend. As a matter of fact, this is a GREAT time to invite
your friends to join us!  The theme for this year's Jamm
Camp is COURAGE -- quite a helpful tool.  Of course we will
stress that GOD includes EVERYONE and GOD loves us
just as we are!   We'll be singing perennial favorites -- "We're
all in this together and we're havin' fun. We here to spread
some love around to everyone!" and "We're jammin' in the
name of the Lord!"   Registration forms are available on the

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ic33Zrx4Gyxk_r6brtmdaglge0XhOUJKoegpH5UTMgxBMYXYtOfvjVTWTmhir8YaohJHLsxiqOYjSpCEHiI-ZHgCFSBg7mHubNUS6Zsvxlo2AKoxOiaoFBGRd1uRcu19tG6UoPflbz2e3oC0_BQh6v1DpBvDQCL0Xmu_UZot1IM=&c=&ch=


AMAZON SMILE 
When you  shop 'with a Smile',

Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase
price to Orinda Community Church.

Bookmark the link
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-

1322187 and support us every time
you shop. 

Stay Connected

 

church website :
http://www.orindacommunitychurch.org/summer-programs/
Questions? Text Leslie at 925-285-0996.

 
Sunday, April 15, After Worship (11:30 am -12:45 pm)

 This 2nd Hour Forum will be led by our own David
Milnes, 
who will lead us through a conversation on music, faith, and
the way that the Divine shows up in unexpected and new
ways.

Environmental Justice and Spirituality 
 

Sunday, April 22
, 11:30 a.m., Library
The Mercy & Justice Ministry is
having a second hour on Earth
Day, Sunday, April 22. This will
be a fun event with participants
finding their own carbon

footprint and participating in a "scavenger hunt" to find
evidence of what the church is currently doing to conserve
energy and to find areas where the church may improve.
There will be lots of info to take home and action
opportunities as well. Please join us for a fun and
informative time. 

Women's Spirituality Group

 
Amazing, inspiring women, please join us for 

Women's Spirituality Group
Thursday, April 19 (new date)

from 6:30-8 in the Church Library. 
 
Our theme will be renewal.  Feel free to bring a friend and/or

something to eat or drink. Or just show up!!!!
RSVP to lesliedarwino@gmail.com.

http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1112006431881&a=1130297687051&ea=
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Besides The Bible Book Group
Sunday, May 6, 4:00 p.m.

There are many books in the world that
speak to faith, mystery, wonder,

community, and our place in the world.  On
May 6 we will be discussing  Marquez, a

classic of magical realism.   (Orinda Books
is offering us a 10% discount, or you can
order on your own). We hope you'll join us.

Easter Offering

This last week we took a special Easter offering for the
Youth Empowerment And Wellness Initiative.  

If you weren't here or were unable to make a donation,
money is still being accepted. Checks can be put in the
offering plate, marked with "Youth Initiative" in the memo
line.

We have chosen to use this year's money to find ways that
we as a church can provide support to youth in our area,
and to support agencies making a difference in the lives of
kids. 

We have been moved by the impact that students -
like those of Parkland - can make on our world, and
we want to be a support to the young men and
women who want to be "difference makers."
We recognize the intense pressure that students of
our area are under, and the impact it has on health
and wellness.  We will partner with those programs
and agencies that provide avenues for support,
growth, and empowerment [creating new
partnerships, 
and furthering our commitment to those with whom we
have a relationship].
Our church has a deep commitment to the care of
youth and families of our community, and this is a
way for us to creatively live into our vision.
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