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Christmas Poinsettias Order

   
By returning this form to the church
office with your donation of $15.00 per
plant by December 16, 2018 you will
reserve a Poinsettia to be placed in the
church for the Advent season. Please
make check payable to "OCC" with the
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NEWSLETTER OF THE ORINDA
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Jim's Reflection

"Advent is the time of promise; it is not yet the time
of fulfillment. We are still in the midst of everything
and in the logical inexorability and relentlessness
of destiny....Space is still filled with the noise of
destruction and annihilation, the shouts of self-
assurance and arrogance, the weeping of despair
and helplessness. But round about the horizon the
eternal realities stand silent in their age-old
longing. There shines on them already the first
mild light of the radiant fulfillment to come. From
afar sound the first notes as of pipes and voices, 
not yet discernable as a song or melody. It is all
far off still, and only just announced and foretold.
But it is happening, today." - Alfred Delp, Advent of
the Heart: Seasonal Sermons and Prison
Writings, 1941-1944 
 
The Advent Season is now upon us, Thanksgiving
Day has passed (as has Black Friday and Cyber
Monday), and we approach our first Sunday of
Advent. On this day, we will be reminded to be
people of Hope. We will light the first Advent
candle, fill the sanctuary with great music, and
reflect on the way that the people of our biblical
story continued to hope in God, despite the many
obstacles and hurdles in their lives.

The sanctuary decorations will be in place (thanks
to our dedicated volunteers), lights will shine, and
we will be reminded that as we continue to hope,
we can all be carriers of God's grace and love.
And we will be reminded of the "now/not yet"
characteristic of our faith. The notion that the Spirit
of God is in our midst, even as we long for a more
profound encounter with the Divine.

http://orindacommunitychurch.org
http://orindacommunitychurch.org
http://www.orindacommunitychurch.org/new-page-2/
https://www.cardonationservices.com/165/donate-a-car-Orinda-Community-Church/
https://www.pushpay.com/pay/orindachurch
http://orindachurch.org
http://files.constantcontact.com/9849fb8e201/67272658-72e5-4949-9bba-eb6ee777e854.docx


notation "FLOWER FUND".

Upcoming 2nd Hour Forums

Sun. Dec. 2, 11:30 a.m., Fireside Room
"Living the Questions:  Embracing
Mystery."
Join us for the last of our conversations
around this DVD series from Progressive
Christianity.  

Sunday, Dec. 9, Fireside Room
Gratitude Experiment
The challenge has been to look at the
world around us, and be aware of all that
we have to be grateful for.  Whether or not
you've been keeping a gratitude journal,
come hear what experiences people had
as they sought to keep their eyes open. 
[Check out work by Robert Emmons on
gratitude, or talk to Jim about getting the
21-Day Gratitude Handouts.  Some will be
available after church on the 4th]

Sunday, Dec. 16, Fireside Room
Book Group: Daring Greatly, by Brene
Brown
The subtitle gives a good sense of what
the book is about: "How the Courage to
Be Vulnerable Transforms the Way We
Live, Love, Parent, and Lead".  
 
Come discuss "how vulnerability is both
the core of difficult emotions like fear,
grief, and disappointment, and the
birthplace of love, belonging, joy,
empathy, innovation, and creativity. She
writes: 'When we shut ourselves off from
vulnerability, we distance ourselves from
the experiences that bring purpose and
meaning to our lives.'"

Adult Support Group 
Saturday, December 8, 10 a.m.

 
We meet once a month to share what's
on our hearts and support each other
confidentially. Facilitated by Lee Cruise.

 

We kick off our Advent programming with our 
Annual Advent Celebration this Sunday night. 
This is always a great start to our approach to
Christmas. RSVP soon to the church office.

As we move toward the end of December, and the
shortening of the days, we remind ourselves that
light continues to shine in the darkness - and that
a single flickering candle can still illumine the dark
spaces. Advent is a time when we remind
ourselves of the ways that Hope, Peace, Joy, and
Love make our God known and manifest in the
world. It is a time of waiting, but also a time of
celebration.

Our December calendars will quickly fill with tasks
to be accomplished, shopping trips to make,
home preparations to complete, and decorations
to hang. In the midst of our busy schedules, I look
forward to our times together, as we make space
to listen, pray, sing, and celebrate.

Wishing you many blessings this season,
Jim
 

Advent Celebration
Sunday, Dec. 2, 4-7 p.m.

  
Join us for this joy-filled event to celebrate the Advent
season! Bring friends! Enjoy craft-making, caroling
and Italian dinner! Suggested donation is $5 per
person, with a maximum of $20 per family. But wait,
there's more! This year, one of our crafts includes
decorating Gingerbread Houses. If you  reserved a
Gingerbread House, please bring additional  $10. We
need your RSVP by tomorrow, Fri., Nov. 30, noon
(office@orindachurch.org) 
  

Mercy and Justice Ministry Call for Help
"Spirit of Giving 2018" Holiday Gift Campaign for

Contra Costa Interfaith Housing
OCC is sponsoring 5 families from CCIH, consisting
of 22 individuals total. Each person is to receive 2
gifts (approximately $50 total). We will also provide
Safeway gift cards equaling $25 per family member.

All gifts are due, wrapped and labeled with the
family number and person I.D (mom, daughter

etc.) in their respective boxes in the Narthex by
this Sunday, Dec. 2.

 You can also contact Karen Sanford at

mailto:office@orindachurch.org


Seniors Christmas Lunch Party
Dec, 12, noon

in the Board Room. 
   
We're bringing back the tradition. 
Everyone 65+ is invited to this fun event. 
There will be a delicious lunch, games,
songs, time together, and a gift
exchange.  Bring a wrapped gift, worth
about $15-20, and let the games begin. 
RSVP to jim@orindachurch.org by
Monday, Dec. 10, so we are properly
prepared.

Men's Group
Wednesday, 

Dec. 12, 6:30 p.m.
Bill Abriel's home, 51
Mira Loma, Orinda
(parking is tight, so
we'll have a couple
carpools leave the
church parking lot at

6:25)

Dinner will be provided.  Bring $10 to help
cover food costs, a favorite drink to share,
and a wrapped Christmas present worth
about $20 - for our 1st ever White
Elephant Gift Exchange.  We'll have some
good conversation, but also have some
laughs while exchanging gifts.  RSVP to
jim@orindachurch.org by Sunday,
Dec. 9 so we are sure to have enough
food.

Women's Spirituality Group
Thurs.,Dec. 13 from 6:30-8, 

Fireside Room 
Theme:The Way From The Manger: 
Be Near Me Lord Jesus, I  Ask Thee To
Stay. 

Bring a friend!  
RSVP to lesliedarwino@gmail.com by
Wed., Dec. 12.

Food Bank Sorting
Monday, Dec. 17, 11:15 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

ksanford227@gmail.com. 

                                      PLEASE JOIN US!
Orinda Historical

Society's Holiday Dinner
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 5, 

FELLOWSHIP HALL
DRINKS AND

APPETIZERS FROM 6
P.M.

DINNER AT 7 P.M.
  COST: $60 PER PERSON

Our guest speaker, Mark Dedon, Principal
Environmental Planner at Pacific Gas & Electric,
will give a talk on PG&E's program of wildlife
conservation.
A sign-up sheet is located in the narthex (or RSVP
to office@orindachurch.org by Friday, Dec.1 with
your choice of dinner: beef, chicken, vegetarian.)

 
Reunion for People from Butte County 

who have been displaced and who are staying 
in the Lamorinda Area

Thursday, December 6, Board Room
4:00 Hors D'oeuvres and hot cider
5:00 Dinner
No one can imagine what you are experiencing, but
we want to offer you a meal and some time together.
We also will try to help answer questions about
Lamorinda.
This event is free.  We welcome anyone from Butte
County, as well as their hosts.
RSVP so that we may plan for food to 925-254-4906
or office@orindachurch.org.
-Leslie Darwin O'Brien

Children and Youth Families

 
  Christmas Caroling for Everyone! 

mailto:lesliedarwino@gmail.com
mailto:office@orindachurch.org
mailto:office@orindachurch.org


We will return to
the Alameda
County 
Community Food
Bank to help sort
food. We'll leave

church at 11:15 a.m., stop at In-N-Out for
lunch, then serve from 12:30-3:30 p.m.
(returning to church at 4:00 p.m.) If you
would like to be part of this group,
please email jim@orindachurch.org.
Let Jim know if you want to carpool and
get lunch, or meet us there at 12:30. We
can take at least 10 volunteers!

Writers Group
 
Please join us on
Wednesday Dec.19, 
11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.,
Fireside Room.

We gather to share our writings, our
stories, and what is happening in our
lives.  Stories, thoughts, essays, and
poems are welcome - whether of your
own, or from someone else.  Our
prompts our themes of gratitude or
thanksgiving, or reflections on Advent
and the season of Christmas. Let these
words and ideas take you where they
will, and come join us on the 19th. 
RSVP to jim@orindachurch.org

From the UCSF Benioff Children's
Hospital of Oakland:

"Dear Reverend Jim and Orinda
Community Church Congregation,

First, thank you for taking time to deliver
care kits for our Benioff Children's Hospital
Oakland families.  We also offer you our
gratitude for collecting gathering and
assembling the toiletry gift bags. Although
you are not able to see firsthand, the
tremendous impact these kits will have on
families, please know that you are
improving the hospital journey for many
inpatient families and loved ones. Our
families and caregivers will feel cared for
and supported by the Orinda Community
Church members.

With immense gratitude for these kits and
for all the good thoughts you are sending
the children and families at Children's
Hospital of Oakland."

Eileen Stephens,
Family Resource & Information Center,
Support Services & Family Engagement

Sunday, December 16 at 11:30! 
Aegis of Moraga, 950 Country Club Drive,

Moraga, CA 

Moving Toward the Light - 
A Special Worship Service

Wednesday, Dec. 19
Dinner - 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall  

Service - 6:45 p.m., Chapel

We start in the Fellowship Hall to share a simple
meal, and then move to the Chapel for a time of
worship.  There is much hustle and bustle during this
time, and so we take a moment to pause, to reflect
on the joys and difficult times of the season, and to
be together.  Jim will offer a reflection, and Ann Moss
and David Milnes will lead us through the music. 
RSVP to jim@orindachurch.org by Monday, Dec.
17, if you plan to attend the dinner.

  Ushers and
Greeters Needed
About five additional
enthusiastic
volunteers are
needed to join our
usher teams for the

2019 calendar year. Youth are especially
encouraged to volunteer.  

Two additional greeters are also needed to focus
on welcoming first-time visitors to our worship
services. 
  
The commitment for both ushers and greeters is
for just one Sunday a month. These service
opportunities are a great way to meet and serve all
who attend our worship services and provide an
extravagant welcome to people in the greater
community.If interested,please contact Mike
Kersten mikejkersten@aol.com.

Christmas Eve Service
Monday, December 24, 5 p.m.  

mailto:jim@orindachurch.org
mailto:jim@orindachurch.org


Co-Chair Family Advisory Council
 
UCSF Benioff Children's Hospital of
Oakland 

AMAZON SMILE 
When you  shop 'w ith a Smile', Amazon donates
0.5% of the purchase price to Orinda Community

Church. Bookmark the link
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-1322187 and

support us every time you shop. 

 

in the Sanctuary

   
A pageant and carols pave the way

for reflection, sacred music, 
and candlelight. 

A festive evening for all ages!
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