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Wed., June 7 at 6:30 - 8 pm
Eat, Drink, a

nd Be Merry!   

Leslie will be singing at the
University Club of San
Francisco at 800 Powell Street.   
 
We will meet at the church at 5 pm,
carpool to BART, go to Powell Street
Station and take a cab to the club. 
Significant Others and Friends are
welcome.  Cost: BART roundtrip -

The Neighbor
June 2017 

NEWSLETTER OF THE ORINDA COMMUNITY CHURCH

Jim's Reflection

One thing we probably don't talk about enough at Orinda
Community Church is what it means to be part of a
larger body: that of the United Church of Christ. Our
denomination is one of the denominations at the forefront
of Progressive/Liberal Christianity, and seeks to be a
leader in the ways of faith, love, justice, and mercy. In
fact, our denomination was the first to ordain an
African-American pastor, a woman, an openly gay
person, and the first to affirm same gender marriage
equality.
 
Just recently, the United Church of Christ leadership
has been meeting, refining input from members of the
denomination, in hopes of clarifying the U.C.C.'s
purpose and mission.
 
The new UCC Purpose Statement comes from the
Gospel of Matthew: To love God with all our heart,
mind, soul, 
and strength and our neighbor as ourselves, and the
Mission Statement reads: United in Spirit and inspired
by God's grace, we welcome all, love all, and seek
justice for all.
 
And the vision of the U.C.C. is: United in Christ's love,
a just world for all.

Rev. John Dorhauer, UCC general minister and
president, said:
"We all bear responsibility for living out our shared
mission. We will not achieve our full potential - nor
maintain our full capacity for health, vitality, and
relevance - without a clear sense of missional purpose
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$9;  Food at club: $10 - $27 (plus tax
and tip).  There is no cover charge. 
RSVP to
Sally@orindacommunitychurch.org 
We hope you can join us for a spirit-
filled evening of fun, food, and
friendship.    

WOMEN'S SPIRITUALITY
GROUP

Thursday, June 22
in Fireside Room at 6:30 PM

Friendship

Women Friends are one of the
greatest sources of happiness for
anyone.
We will explore the value of
friendship,What it means to be a good
friend,and ways we maintain our
friendships.
Together we will deepen the
friendships we have formed
among ourselves. l Make Time for
Friends.Those who wish, may read:
Chapter 6: June: Make Time for
Friends in The Happiness Project
by Gretchen Rubin.
Reading the book is absolutely NOT
required,but some people find it
enriches their experience.
This is the perfect month to bring a
friend!
Feel free to bring a little food or drink
to share.We look forward to seeing
you.
As always, with love,
Rev. Sally Train

Care Team Ministry

Each month, one of our four Care
Teams here at O.C.C. are ready to
offer support to other members of the
congregation.  If you could use a meal
or visit, or know of someone who
could use the same (or a word of
encouragement or prayer), please
contact Rev. Jim Brommers
Bergquist, Rev. Sally Train.

and calling. This effort to identify that was a critical
step in the direction of our future health and vitality - but
it will only matter if we can all find common cause in
this and commit fully, with passion, and without reserve
to its undertaking." He also added that we must
remember, 
"That love in action envisions a just world for all."
 
We at Orinda Community Church share in the purpose,
mission, and vision of the United Church of Christ. We
are called to be a church of welcome and love; and to
work 
for a just world for all. Church staff and ministry
leaders 
will keep trying to lead us into ways to do this, but we
also need your ideas and energy. So if you have dreams
for 
how we might do a better job of being the church, please
reach out to me, or a member of church leadership. We
want to empower you, and work with you, as we seek to
be the church God calls us to be.
 
Excited to be the church with you,
Jim

Common Hope Auction and Dessert Fest
This Sunday (June 4), 11:15 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Come support our church's mission to Common Hope in
Guatemala.  There will be food for purchase, a chance to

donate school supplies, and a few items for auction.

Items for auction/purchase include:

Handmade Mugs
 

San Francisco Giants Tickets
 

Desserts
 

And more

And the big item:
Third Floor Beachfront Condo at Pajaro Dunes on the

Monterey Coast for 2-3 nights.  Adults and older children
only.  Sleeps 2-4.  1 bedroom, 1 bath + loft, spectacular
views, ample opportunities for walking, birding, tennis,

golfing, building sand castles and BBQs.  Includes
passes to the Monterey Bay Aquarium.  2-3 night rental
for comparable unit is $1000+. Flexible dates.  $500

mailto:sally@orindacommunitychurch.org


 
Rudi's Boutique 

is open during coffee hour after
church.  Recent donations include
ladies' bracelets and earrings (both
pierced and clip on), clothing, games,
crafts items including beads for
youth, book marks of every type,
carved wooden boxes, and a
wonderful assortment of travel aids
(from power converters and passport
holders to a small hair dryer.)

 

Pro Tools 101 Summer
Recording Camp 

Location:
Holden High School

Dates:
Week 1: Monday - Friday (July
24 - July 28)
Week 2: Monday - Friday (July
31 - Aug 5)

Investment:
$570/week

Camp Details:
Learn the art of digital recording
using Pro Tools, the film and music
recording industry standard. Learn to
create, sample, and mix your own
instrumental or voice recording.

See flyer here

AMAZON SMILE 
When you  shop 'with a Smile',

Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase
price to Orinda Community Church.

Bookmark the link
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-

1322187 and support us every time
you shop. 

Stay Connected

 

min. bid.

 

CONGRATULATIONS KELSEY!

  
We are excited to announce that Kelsey Peterson has
agreed to serve as Minister for Youth, Families, and
Community Life (2/3 Time), beginning August 1, 2017. 
She will stay in her current role through June, then return
after a well deserved break.  
 
Be sure to congratulate Kelsey on her recent graduation
from Pacific School of Religion, and her new position at
Orinda Community Church.
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For many years, our church has been in partnership with
Common Hope of Guatemala, whose Mission Statement
reads: "Common Hope promotes hope and opportunity in
Guatemala, partnering with children, families, and
communities who want to participate in a process of
development to improve their lives through education,
health care, and housing."  Working to make systemic
change that eliminate the causes of poverty, Common
Hope has been in Guatemala since 1986, and now serves
more than 11,000 impoverished children and adults in 26
communities.  Your offerings will go directly to Common
Hope.  
You can learn more at www.commonhope.org

 Common Hope - Supplies Needed

We will be collecting school supplies to take to Antiqua in
June.There will be collection boxes in the Narthex near the
Common Hope images. All donated supplies will be
needed for packing on or before Sunday June 11th. The
medical team at Common Hope also needs empty clean
pill containers with the labels removed. These can also be
put in the school supply donation boxes in the Narthex.
Thank You for the support of Common Hope.
Please see the list  of needed school supplies here .

COUNCIL MINUTES

 April 26, 2017 meeting 

Special Meeting May 8, 2017 

HAND-BELL CHOIR
FUNDRAISER   

The Handbells were
purchased in the late
1970s and it is time for
them to be refurbished. The
Worship & Music Ministry and the handbell choir are
conducting a fundraiser to help defray the costs of
refurbishing the church's handbell set (made up of nearly
60 bells.) If you enjoy the ministry of music provided by
our recently renewed Chancel Handbell Choir, please give
generously (write "Handbell Refurbishment" on the memo
line of your check.)

CHILDREN & YOUTH     
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Welcome to summer! Children
and Youth Ministries will be
taking a break until Rally Day,
Sept. 10! Keep an eye out for
our "Summer Days" Events
that we will be announcing soon
- fun events like BBQs, days at
the beach, and Exploratorium
visits. Sunday School will
continue as usual but will be
more relaxed. We always need

more volunteers so please let Kelsey know if you'd be
interested in teaching!

June CalendarJune Calendar

4 | YOUTH SUNDAY

11 | YOUTH GROUP PICNIC
Middle School and High School youth are encouraged
to attend, as well as out-going 5th graders. We will
have a picnic in the grassy area in front of the music
room directly following church. This is our way to say
good-bye to seniors and welcome in graduating 5th
graders, and celebrate the start of summer!

SUMMER CAMP:

August 14-18, 2017, 1-4pm

Peace Village is a interfaith/secular curriculum developed
to teach kids the skills of peacemaking. Under the
leadership of skilled teachers and trained leaders,
villagers will learn about peaceful conflict resolution,
media literacy, yoga, art, music, and more.
To learn more about the Peace Village curriculum, please
click here.
Cost: $100; $10 discount for siblings
VOLUNTEERS: Middle schoolers and high schoolers are
encouraged to apply to be Peace Village group leaders.
Please contact Kelsey Peterson
(kelseyhpeterson@gmail.com) for more information.

mailto:kelseyhpeterson@gmail.com


Make your 2017 Yosemite Reservation, AGAIN!

 

Friday October 6th to Sunday October 8th is our
re-scheduled OCC Outing in Yosemite Valley! 
We have reservations for 15 units in Yosemite's rustic
Housekeeping Camp---a cross between car-camping
and a motel. Each unit/cabin sleeps up to 4 people.  
All are welcome.

This all-ages weekend includes fun free-time
activities on Saturday, a Saturday night cocktail party
(please bring an appetizer to share), and then
fellowship and singing around the campfire.  And a
church service by the river at 10 am on Sunday
morning.

For additional information, please contact Dave
Hoppock at davehoppock@msn.com.  
Make your reservation by writing a check to   Dave     
Hoppock.  Price is $235 per cabin.
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