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PLEASE VISIT: 

OCC Home Page 

OCC Calendar 

Listen to recent Sermons

Car Donations to OCC

Writers'  Group 
meets Wednesday, May 31 from
9:30-10:45 am in the Fireside

Room. 

Writing can be a spiritual discipline,
or just a chance to get something off
your chest! Each month we respond
to a prompt and share the stuff
we've been working on.  Contact
Rev. Jim Brommers Bergquist for
more information and to be added to
the email list.

Men's Group 
Thursday,

May 25, 7 pm  
Home of  

Jim Brommers Bergquist

RSVP to jim@orindachurch.org
with what you plan to bring for our
food/drink potluck.  We'll hope to
have the firepit going.

This group regularly meets for a
time of discussion, fellowship,
snacks, and beverages.  Contact
Rev. Jim Brommers Bergquist

The Neighbor
May 2017 

NEWSLETTER OF THE ORINDA COMMUNITY
CHURCH

Jim's Reflection

"I choose to identify with the underprivileged. I
choose
to identify with the poor. I choose to give my life for
the hungry. I choose to give my life for those who
have been left out of the sunlight of opportunity. I
choose to live for those who find themselves seeing
life as a long and desolate corridor with no exit sign.
This is the way I'm going. If it means suffering a
little bit, I'm going that way. If it means sacrificing,
I'm going that way. If it means dying for them, I'm
going that way, because I heard a voice saying, `Do
something for others.'"
 
These words from Martin Luther King, Jr. remind us
of what Jesus called the early disciples to be about
- and what we are called to be about today. We are
called to care for people when they are hungry,
thirsty, a stranger, naked, sick, or in prison. We are
called to trust that living for others is what truly
brings full life.
 
This is not easy task. And we can't do it on our own.
But it is a task that we must step into. So we come
together as a church, and we partner with agencies
both near and far - hoping that our energies and
resources 
can make a difference.
 
And here are a few ways we can continue the work:
 
-Last week we were joined by the Resource
Coordinator at Shelter, Inc., and learned of ways we
can support their mission. We need one or two
liaisons to keep opportunities on the church radar.

http://orindacommunitychurch.org
http://orindacommunitychurch.org
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/render#main_7%7Cmonth
https://dave-hoppock.squarespace.com/config/pages
https://www.cardonationservices.com/165/donate-a-car-Orinda-Community-Church/
https://www.pushpay.com/pay/orindachurch
mailto:jim@orindachurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Orinda-Community-Church/282644549224?ref=hl


jim@orindachurch.org  
for more info, and to be added to the
email list.

Care Team Ministry

Each month, one of our four Care
Teams here at O.C.C. are ready to
offer support to other members of the
congregation.  If you could use a
meal or visit, or know of someone
who could use the same (or a word
of encouragement or prayer), please
contact Rev. Jim Brommers
Bergquist, Rev. Sally Train.

AMAZON SMILE 
When you  shop 'with a Smile',

Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase
price to Orinda Community Church.

Bookmark the link
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-

1322187 and support us every time
you shop. 

Stay Connected

 

Please speak to me if you would be interested.
 
-We have named "Welcoming the Immigrant" as one
of our church priorities, and we now need several
people to step up and help us lead this effort, as we
put action to our words. Please consider being a part
of this exciting ministry (you can learn more further
down in the Neighbor).
 
-We will be sending a team of people from our
church to work with Common Hope in Guatemala,
and you can support the poor of Guatemala by
attending the fundraising dinner/party, and by
donating supplies for the group to bring down
(again, more info is in the Neighbor)
 
There is much good happening at Orinda
Community Church (as you'll see by reading
through this month's Neighbor) and there is also
much more for us to do.
 
Glad to be serving with you,
Jim

for OCC's Finance team

Financial Secretary Betty Karplus is seeking an
assistant to maintain our Church Windows
donor data base.  Betty is our in-house expert
and excellent training and support are available
from Church Windows,  our software vendor.
Time commitment is negotiable. If interested we
can send you a complete job description.

Have you expertise in real estate?  We are
seeking an advisor to a s s is t our team in
developing an action plan to increase rental
income a t OCC. If available for consultation,
please contact Elisabeth Kersten at
ekersten@aol.com

Elisabeth Kersten, 
chair Finance and Stewardship Commission

Justice & Mercy Commission

mailto:jim@orindachurch.org
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1112006431881&a=1127838861402&ea=


  
Volunteers Needed to Accompany an 

Immigrant Family or Individual

In response to the majority of notes posted in the
"Actions To Be Taken" section of the "Wall display"
in the church sanctuary, our Justice and Mercy team
has been putting together the following action plan
regarding the refugee crisis.

We propose that our church work with Rev. Deborah
Lee's "Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity" in
assisting an immigrant family or individual. This will
entail developing an "Accompaniment Team" of 4-5
committed individuals, and a team leader, who will be
trained and supported by Rev. Lee's program in
assisting an immigrant family or individual.

More on this subject will be forthcoming, but we
encourage church members to pray and consider being
a part of  this effort. Our hope is to work jointly on
this project with Temple B'nai Tikvah, with whom
OCC has developed a faith connection. If interested,
contact Rev. Jim Brommers Bergquist. There will also
be committee representatives at Fellowship Hour in
weeks to come.

Handbell Choir
Fundraiser  

The Handbells were
purchased in the late
1970s and it is time
for them to be
refurbished. The Worship & Music Ministry and the
handbell choir are conducting a fundraiser to help
defray the costs of refurbishing the church's handbell
set (made up of nearly 60 bells.) If you enjoy the
ministry of music provided by our recently renewed
Chancel Handbell Choir, please give generously
(write "Handbell Refurbishment" on the memo line of
your check.)

 



   
For many years, our church has been in partnership
with Common Hope of Guatemala, whose Mission
Statement reads: "Common Hope promotes hope and
opportunity in Guatemala, partnering with children,
families, and communities who want to participate in
a process of development to improve their lives
through education, health care, and housing."  Working
to make systemic change that eliminate the causes of
poverty, Common Hope has been in Guatemala since
1986, and now serves more than 11,000 impoverished
children and adults in 26 communities.  Your offerings
will go directly to Common Hope.  
You can learn more at www.commonhope.org

 Fundraiser Dinner
Sunday May 21st 5-7 p.m.

Enjoy a Guatemalan Dinner and mini-auction to raise
money for the June 2017 Common Hope trip.
$20.00 - Adults, $10.00 - under 18 yrs. old, free for
5 and under.Tickets on sale after church. 
 

Common Hope -Supplies Needed

We will be collecting school supplies to take to
Antiqua in June.There will be collection boxes in the
Narthex near the Common Hope images. All donated
supplies will be needed for packing on or before
Sunday June 11th. The medical team at Common Hope
also needs empty clean pill containers with the labels
removed. These can also be put in the school supply
donation boxes in the Narthex. Thank You for the
support of Common Hope.
Please see the list  of needed school supplies here .

Children and Youth May CalendarChildren and Youth May Calendar

7 | God equips us!
Sunday School: 10:30 - 11am
MS & HS Youth Group: 11:30 - 12:30pm
CLUB 345: 6 - 7:30pm

14 | Mother's Day!
Children's Choir during worship
Sunday School & MS Youth: 10:30 - 11am
No high school youth group

21 | Jesus who?
Sunday School: 10:30 - 11am
Youth are encouraged to attend Guatemala dinner

28 | Jesus prayed for us - who do we pray for?
Sunday School & MS Youth: 10:30 - 11am
HS Youth: 5 - 6:30pm

http://files.constantcontact.com/9849fb8e201/f2ba38e3-c837-4730-897d-45d8af30028e.pdf


SUMMER CAMPS:

August 14-18, 2017, 1-4pm

Peace Village is a interfaith/secular curriculum
developed to teach kids the skills of
peacemaking. Under the leadership of skilled teachers
and trained leaders, villagers will learn about peaceful
conflict resolution, media literacy, yoga, art,
music, and more.
To learn more about the Peace Village curriculum,
please click here.
Cost: $100; $10 discount for siblings
VOLUNTEERS: Middle schoolers and high schoolers
are encouraged to apply to be Peace Village group
leaders.
Please contact Kelsey Peterson
(kelseyhpeterson@gmail.com) for more information.
 

July 10-14, 2017, 9am-3pm
Come shake your buddha!!
This fun dance and yoga camp is a great way to get
movin' and groovin'! Designed for children ages 7-12,
our program focuses on combining movement and
mindfulness. Our goal is to help children creatively
cultivate peace, confidence, and joy through dance,
yoga, and crafts.

Each day, our little Buddhas will participate in a
beginning-level dance class, yoga class, and
mindfulness workshop. We'll also have plenty of
music-making, crafts, and snacks.
Please bring your own yoga mat and a lunch - we'll
provide the rest! Come ready to move your body,

mailto:kelseyhpeterson@gmail.com


laugh a lot, and make new friends!
Register online here: occ.ticketleap.com/shake-your-
buddha-dance--yoga-camp/
Taught by Kelsey Peterson and MaryAnn Douvikas,
both Yoga Alliance certified with MFA degrees in
dance.
Questions? Contact Kelsey Peterson or email
shakeyourbuddha.danceyoga@gmail.com 
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