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OCC Men's Group meeting
   will be this Thurs., Oct. 5, 6
pm

   at the home of Steve Parlett  
(3340 Rowland Dr., Lafayette) 

  
Our conversation will center on
"What have been the best and worst
parts of the last months?"  This
might be for you personally, or what
going on in our world.  And I'm sure
we will head down several tangential
paths. 
Dinner will be Paxti's Pizza, and
we'll leave it up to you to round out

The Neighbor
October 2017 

NEWSLETTER OF THE ORINDA COMMUNITY CHURCH

Jim's Reflection 

I woke up on Monday morning, ready to send my October
Neighbor article to Dagmar. But then I turned on the news.
Suddenly, it felt like there was something else I needed to
write. As the Beatles sang, "I read the news today, oh boy."

I am tired of reading the news and saying "Oh boy."
(Actually, I often say something more like "Oh $&*#," but it
doesn't seem appropriate to print in our church newsletter.)

A mass shooting, lack of response in Puerto Rico, attempts
to repeal healthcare for the most vulnerable, a conversation
on race and policing being sidetracked by political posturing
and redirecting, and the list goes on. It is hard to be hopeful
and encouraged when bombarded by one horrific news story
after the next.

We cry out like the psalmist, "How long, O Lord?"
But this is where the church comes in. As Margaret Mead is
famous for saying, "Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful committed citizens can change the world; indeed,
it's the only thing that ever has." We come together to try and
make sense of what is going on in our world, to listen for
how God might be calling us to respond, and to step out into
action.

It has been argued that the reason the early church continued
to grow is that the unreligious saw the followers of Jesus
caring for the marginalized, the sick, the outcast. People saw
the followers of Jesus doing something for "the least of
these," and decided to be part of the movement. (As well,
those who were cared for and recovered from their
afflictions realized that these people were the real deal, and
became part of the community.)
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the menu.  Let Jim know if you can
bring something to share - appetizer,
salad, dessert, wine, beer. 
(jim@orindachurch.org, or
781.296.6240). Guests are always
welcome.

Cal Football Game!
Friday, October 13 at 7:30pm

All are invited!

 
We need 6 more tickets
purchased by Friday, Oct. 6 in
order for us to have our group
rate. Tickets are $50 a person with
some proceeds going to our Youth
Mission Trips this  summer!
RSVP now and we'll get recognized
on the scoreboard!

Women's Spirituality Group
Thursday, October 26

6:30 - 8 PM in Fireside Room
 

Theme: Looking Back, 
Looking Forward

We will reflect on our year with the
Happiness Project and related
themes.
Are we indeed a little happier and a
little more connected to God, self,
and our church community?
We will discuss what touched us
and nourished our souls. What
spiritual disciplines will we
continue to practice?
We will use those reflections to
begin envisioning the coming year
and discerning what sort of themes
and activities would best feed our
spirits.
This will be the last gathering with
Pastor Sally. We will have an
opportunity to say farewell with

We had a great All-Church meeting on Saturday morning,
where we discussed what is ahead of us as the Orinda
Community Church. We talked about many important
topics, including: finding ways to best care for one another
(small groups, Care Team, etc.), making sure we have active
ministries for people of all ages, having worship
experiences and music of all types, offering a variety of
opportunities for learning and spiritual growth, and being a
church that works for justice and mercy (with a balance of
financial support and hands on service). We also agreed
with the continued pursuit of the last item on the O.C.C.
Vision Statement: "We have fun!"

We will keep working toward achieving these goals, and will
soon circulate the ideas that came out of the meeting.
In the meantime, there are a couple upcoming events at
Orinda Community Church that are worth special mention:

**We are lucky to welcome guests from the Muslim
Community Center in Pleasanton on Sunday, Oct. 15 for a
program called "Meet Your Muslim Neighbors." We will
start with a free lunch (after church/11:30 am), and then
move into our panel discussion and conversation. Please
plan to attend this special event, and feel free to tell your
friends. RSVP to office@orindachurch.org, and click [here]
to see the flier.

**To support our commitment to Justice and Mercy, the
committee has chosen nine worthwhile agencies to support
with our allocated funds. Thanks to the Endowment Board's
commitment to tithing 10% of spendable money, we have
extra to allocate in our first annual "Justice and Mercy -
Survey Says" event. Click [here] to see the agencies we will
be supporting. Church members will have a chance to vote
on Sunday, Oct. 22, and the top vote getters will get the
largest grants ($1,000), while those with the least votes will
get $400.

As you'll see in the Neighbor, we have many other great
offerings this month as well, with ways for us to serve,
learn, be community, and have fun. We will also have a
special time to say thank you to Rev. Sally Train for the
many gifts she has brought our church over the last year,
and to celebrate the ministry that she has in front of her.

Glad to be part of O.C.C. with you,
Jim 

mailto:kelseyhpeterson@gmail.com
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hugs and good wishes.
Kelsey Peterson is looking forward
to leading the group starting in
November.
Feel free to bring a friend or a little
food or drink to share.
 
Led by Pastor Sally Train and
Kelsey Peterson

Winter Nights Family Shelter
at OCC

January 29 to February 12, 2018

We will be hosting our guests in
partnership with Holy Shepard

Lutheran Church, St. Perpetua, and
Santa Maria Church.

Care Team Ministry

Each month, one of our four Care
Teams here at O.C.C. are ready to
offer support to other members of the
congregation.  If you could use a
meal or visit, or know of someone
who could use the same (or a word of
encouragement or prayer), please
contact the care team leaders of the
month, Elisabeth & Mike Kersten,
Rev. Jim Brommers Bergquist or
Rev. Sally Train.

AMAZON SMILE 
When you  shop 'with a Smile',  Amazon
donates 0.5% of the purchase price to

Orinda Community Church. Bookmark the
link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-

1322187 and support us every time you
shop. 

Stay Connected

 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
Saturday, October 7, 10 am in the Courtyard 

We gather in the courtyard on the weekend of the Feast of St.
Francis, and all animals are welcome.

     
2nd Hour Forum

Meet Your Muslim Neighbors
Sunday, October 15 after worship

11:30 a.m. - Free Lunch / Shared Meal  
(RSVP to office@orindachurch.org)

12:15 p.m. - Panel Discussion, with Q and A to follow

In these times of great uncertainty for our Muslim neighbors,
a distinguished panel of guests from the Muslim Community
Center of Pleasanton will be hosted by Orinda Community
Church.  We welcome this panel in furtherance of religious
tolerance and as part of an interfaith exploration of common
values.  Lunch will be served before the panel discussion.
Written questions will be answered following the discussion. 
Friends and guests are welcome.
 
We begin with a shared meal, then move into a time of
presentation and conversation with guests from the Muslim
Community Center of Pleasanton.
 
Possible topics covered :   

"Islam 101": Basic Tenets of the Islamic Faith 
"Addressing Common Misconceptions"
"Why I'm a Better American After Islam" 
"Jihad" and "War" in Islam" 
The Role of Women in Muslim Communities
Addressing the Elephant in the Room - What do
Muslims think about ISIS?

http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1112006431881&a=1129037364521&ea=


Fall Fun(d) Fest & Auction
November 5, after church

NOW: You can offer a feast, an adventure, a service, or an
item by completing the form on the opposite side and
submitting it to the church ASAP, no later than OCT. 29,
2017.
 
NOVEMBER 5th: You, your family / friends will be able to
purchase a feast, an adventure,a service, or an item at OCC's
Annual FUNdraiser, If you can't be there, ask someone to sign
up for you -or talk to Gail or Elisabeth (see contact info on
form).
See donation form  

Senior's Group / 65 +" Lunch Group (open to everyone)
Service Project

Monday, Oct. 23, 11:30-4:00 p.m.

  
This month the Senior's Group/65 + Lunch Group will be
heading to Oakland to sort food with the Alameda County
Community Food Bank.  We have room for 10 people, so be
sure to RSVP with jim@orindachurch.org (we can probably
take more if we fill too soon.)
We'll gather at church for a quick lunch, then carpool to the
sorting center.  Our shift is from 12:30-3:30 p.m.  
Hope you can make it!

Trains of Thought

By Pastor Sally Train

     When I look back over this past year, I am so grateful
for the time I have spent as Assistant Minister at O.C.C.
and the amazing people I have come to know here. It has
been a truly blessed experience.
     As you know, my ministry here will be complete at the
end of October. There will be time for goodbyes and time
to dream of the future. Transitions are always bitter/sweet.
I want to savor and acknowledge the sacred moments we
have shared - the prayers, the ideas, the stories, the hugs,
the laughter, and the tears. It has been a very rich year for
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me and I hope I have enriched some of your lives.
     As I was pondering the next phase of my journey, I had
a conversation with our Conference Minister, Diane
Weible. She encouraged me to seek training in Interim
Ministry. An Interim Minister specializes in serving
churches that are in between settled pastors. It is a time of
transition for the church and therefore a time of great
opportunity for the church to envision a new future and
make the necessary changes to launch a new or
reinvigorated ministry. It can be an exciting time in a
church. I have always thought I would enjoy being an
Interim Minister.
     With Pastor Diane's encouragement, I signed up to take
the first week long intensive training. I will leave here after
worship on October 8 and fly to Princeton University. I
chose to go to Princeton because my mother-in-law lives
near there and I can visit her. Then after a week of
intensive work, I will fly to Vermont to visit my brother-
in-law and his wife for the weekend. Hopefully the leaves
will be changing color. I will then return to California to
be with you for two more weeks.
    My last Sunday will be October 29. The Bell Choir is
scheduled to play and we will do a ritual, releasing me of
my duties as a minister in this congregation.
For the next phase of my journey, it seems God has called
me to minister in Marin County. I have been offered the
position of Interim Minister of the First Congregational
Church of San Rafael. It is a small but mighty church that
enjoys an intimate worship experience but manages to do
impressive mission work. I am excited about joining their
ministry and getting to know them. I feel blessed to have
this opportunity.
     I will miss all of you and will always hold you in my
heart. I will always be grateful for the time we had
together. I am excited about your future and look forward
to watching it unfold.
    And remember: The Northern California Nevada
Conference is not that big! We will see each other!!

Blessings and love!
Pastor Sally Train           

 BIBLE STUDY ON WEDNESDAY MORNINGS, 9:00
am in the library

(beginning September 13th)

Join one of the pastoral staff to delve deeper into scripture
and experience the texts in a new way.



Sports and Religion Forum - Part 2

 
Lifelong Learning and Spiritual Formation will be hosting part
2 of a 2nd Hour Forum  (11:30 a.m.) on the topic of Sports
and Religion.
  
Sunday Oct. 22: Panel members Carl Stempel, Mary Volmer,
and Rev. Jim Brommers Bergquist will discuss their views on
Sports and Religion, and facilitate a group conversation. 

 Parents of Youth and Children  Party and Potluck
Saturday, Oct. 28, 6:30 p.m.

 
All parents of kids 0-18 are invited to a fun night at the home
of Rev. Jim and Ingrid Brommers Bergquist.  BBQ chicken will
be provided, and you get to bring a favorite appetizer, salad,
or dessert to round out the menu.  Our hope is to get to know
each other better in a different setting, eat some good food -
and drink good drink, have some fun, and enjoy good
conversation.  RSVP to jim@orindachurch.org or kel
seyhpeterson@gmail.com with how many will attend, and
what you plan to bring.

A Note from Kelsey

Dear OCC,

We have a few exciting things happening in the ministry for
children and youth at our church this year! We are working with
Mercy & Justice to provide service opportunities every month
so please be on the look out for ways to join in and serve our
wider community! We are also partnering with Holy Shepherd



Lutheran Church for a joint youth group. Our theme is from
Micah 6:8 Walk Humbly, Do Justice, and Love Kindness.

We are looking towards new ways to build intergenerational
community in our church community and here are some ways
you can get involved:

Join our prayer team! You will receive a photo of a
child or youth in our church and a simple prayer
request, and we just ask that you hold that child and
their family in your prayers.
Be a mentor! As a mentor, you will receive a photo of
a child or youth in our church and we ask that you
say hi to them when you see them at church, send a
birthday card to them on their birthday, and once a
season do one of the following: attend one of their
sports games, a recital, or take them to ice cream or
coffee. We will help coordinate and support you in
that as much as we can.
Volunteer as a support teacher in Sunday School. All
you have to do is show up, someone else will be
teaching. Super easy and fun!

If you'd like to know about our children and youth program and
the various things we do and curriculum we use, please visit
our page on the church website: http://www.orindacomm
unitychurch.org/sunday-learning/

Much love,
Kelsey

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH
 

Youth Group October

8 | Cookies to College Students 
Join us for a service project, baking cookies and
preparing care packages to send to our college students! If
you have a college student in your family, please send us
their mailing address ASAP! As we prepare these care
packages, we will be talking about what it means to care
for one another and how Jesus' early followers are good
examples for us.

15 | Shelter, Inc. Service Project



Join us as we serve a meal at Shelter, Inc. in Martinez on
Oct. 15th from 5-8pm. We will prepare the meal ahead of
time and could use some help cooking! Please RSVP if you
can attend so we have an idea of numbers.

22 | Youth Group from 6-8pm
High school and middle school youth are welcome to
come! We will be learning about the tradition of Dia de
Los Muertos and how it connects to Christianity.

29 | Thank You celebration for Rev. Sally Train after
church and Club 345 for 3rd-5th graders from 3-5pm!
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